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Cubelles

Cubelles, located in the southernmost part of the Gar-
raf district, is a typical coastal town that opens onto
the Mediterranean. It has a surface area of 13.36
square kilometres, an altitude of 12 metres above sea
level and a population of around 14,700 inhabitants.
It combines two very attractive environments: the sea
and the mountains. The blue of the sea and the green
of the mountains makes Cubelles a very welcoming
place where you can enjoy your holidays.

Cubelles is a quiet town, with low buildings, single
family houses and an attractive old town centre. It is
the twin city of Arles de Tec (in the Vallespir district of

Catalunya Nord).






Fort

La Mota de Sant Pere fort stands in the location
of a defence point in Cubelles, very close to the
old coastal guard barracks. It was built during the
Spanish Civil War (1936-1939), around 1937. Al-
though it is not readily apparent, the fort was built
around the small summit of the Mota de Sant Pere
hill. It includes an observatory, two machine gun
nests, two sanitation rooms (latrines) and two wa-
ter tanks, with a communicating passage and an
active trench for rapid access in case of an attack.
The whole construction is made of reinforced con-
crete. The fully covered trench has a small side

step.

2. The fort is built on remains of the Iberian era

and the Middle Ages, when the Priorat de Sant Pere
was established. In the 20th century, a private sum-
mer house was built in the 1960s. Today, it belongs
to the Municipality and can be visited. This point is
part of the Coastal Defence Route and the Memorial

Democratic has displayed an information panel.

The route locations can be found in:
http://ca.wikiloc.com/wikiloc/view.do?id=4048987
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Artillery bunker

A bunker, designed to contain two machine guns, can
be found at the river mouth. This strategic defence
site is located on the La Mota de Sant Pere beach
and it includes a central area with a machine gun nest
on each side. It was built of reinforced concrete and
its shape provides it with a very wide field of action,
since the whole sector where it was located could
be controlled from it. Unfortunately today it is par-
tially sunken, so it is impossible to visit the inside.
This point is part of the Coastal Defence Route and
the Memorial Democratic has displayed an informa-
tion panel.

The route locations can be found in:
http://ca.wikiloc.com/wikiloc/view.do?id=4048987







Natural space
of the Foix river
mouth

After the recovery of the wetlands at the Foix river
mouth, this area has become one of the most attrac-
tive places in the municipality. The Foix river -which
is dry most of the year since the construction of the
Foix dam- is another one of the most representative
places of the area.

In the Foix river mouth, besides being able to spend
a day in the middle of nature, you can watch the
native birds of the area and enjoy the picnic facili-
ties available for public use. The whole area is also
intended for school visits to study the ecosystem of

a Mediterranean river, such as the Foix.

The Foix river mouth is separated from the open

sea by a sand barrier built by sea currents, and rain
deposits have formed fresh water lagoons inside
the barrier. The natural space of the Foix delta has
an arm made of sediments that opens to the sea,
which was formed during the 1994 floods. In addi-
tion to this, a second arm has been formed, thereby
creating an island that is connected to the leisure ar-
eas with wooden walkways. Another wooden walk-
way on one of the arms of the river enables visitors
to observe the natural development of the Foix river

mouth.







Tourist Office on
the Beach

The Tourist Information Office is one of the points of
attention for tourists in the Cubelles Municipality. This
office is located in the Platja Llarga (Long Beach) and
is open during the summer months complementing the
task of the Municipal Tourist Office of Cubelles. It opens
during July and August, from Tuesday to Saturday, from
10:30 to 14:00 h and from 17:30 to 20.30 h. On Sundays
and public holidays, from 10.00 to 15.00 h.










Monument to
Josep Andreu |
Lasserre
Charlie Rivel

(1980). A sculpture by Guillermo Marin, inaugurat-
ed during the 1980 Town Feast. It includes Charlie
Rivel’s famous sentence : “And if | could, | would be

born again in Cubelles”







Monument to
Pau Casals

(1977). A sculpture by Pedro Llorente Benitez. Cubelles
joined in the homage paid to Pau Casals during the

first centenary celebrations of his birthday.




Casa Estapé

(1943). This house was built by Dr. Francesc Estapé
Pafella in 1943. It is one of the most representative
buildings of the 1940s “Noucentista” style of archi-

tecture.
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Castell de Cubelles

The Castle of Cubelles is documented from the year
1041. It was built on the ruins of an ancient Roman
village. Several reforms were carried out from the
11th century onwards, the main one between 1674
and 1676. This included an in-depth reform of the
original fortress in order to enlarge it and transform
it into a small palace with a rectangular plan three
stories high. In the refurbished ground floor we now
have the Municipal Tourist Office and an exhibition
of the legacy of the Catalan clown Josep Andreu i

Lasserre, better known as Charlie Rivel, who was
born and died in this town. The building was ac-
quired by the Town Hall in 1989 and it is being re-

stored ever since.










Tourist Office and

Permanent Exhibition

of the Clown
Charlie Rivel

Permanent Exhibition of the clown Charlie Rivel. Per-
sonal collection of Josep Andreu i Lasserre, Charlie
Rivel (1896-1983), the most popular and universal
Catalan clown. He made generations of circus lov-
ers laugh and cry with his famous howl and all he
required was a guitar, a chair and his talent.

In the exhibition we can see the peculiar clothing of
the popular clown, his awards, pictures of his per-
formances... Charlie Rivel is the man who once said
that the best treasure he harboured was the smile of
children from all over the world.

TOURIST OFFICE

Opening hours:

WINTERTIME: Monday to Saturday from 10:00 to
14:00, Thursday from 17:00 to 19:00 and Saturday
from 10:00 to 14:00. Sundays and public holidays
closed.

SUMMERTIME: Monday to Friday from 9:30 to
14:30 and Saturday from 10:00 to 14:00. Sundays
and public holidays closed.



Old Castle
INN

The first document on the Inn dates from 1537. It was
part of the Cubelles Castle building and it served for
lodging till the beginning of the 19th century. In 1883,
Dr. Estapé was born there, later to become an illustri-

ous son of the town. At present it is a private property.






Lion Fountain
and Fountain with
a water trough




The americano (successful local migrant who returned
from Latin America) Joan Pedro i Roig, an illustrious
son of the town, brought drinking water supply to
Cubelles in 1880 and built the two public water foun-
tains located in carrer Major and in carrer Sant Antoni.
He donated the water supply, the fountains and the
public wash houses to the town in 1882.







The building of
the Cubelles
Town Hall

The Town Hall already existed in 1655. In 1792, a new
building was erected in the present location. The cur-
rent construction dates from 1959. An extension was
added in 1982 following the same style of the original
building.




Birthplace of the
clown Charlie
Rivel

The mother of Josep Andreu Laserre, better known
as Charlie Rivel, gave birth to him on April 23, 1896
in the loft of this house. In 1994 a commemorative

plate was installed there.




Sundial in the
house Cal Capdet
made in 1857







Birthplace of
Joan Pedro | Roig

The americano Joan Pedro i Roig became an illustri-
ous son of Cubelles because of the many benefits he
showered on his town: He donated 9 water sources
with their full facilities installed, two public fountains,
the municipal wash houses; he paid for 32 petroleum
lamps for public lighting in the streets and squares
of the town, he refurbished the parish building with a
new rose window and openings in the side fagades,
and a mosaic; he also restored the altar throne and
paid for a monument for Easter Week. This is why the
Cubelles Town Hall appointed him an illustrious son
of Cubelles.







Building of the
Municipal Wash
House

It was donated to the town of Cubelles by the ameri-
cano Joan Pedro i Roig in 1882, although in the fa-
cade it says that it was restored by Lloren¢ Pedro in
1858. At first, the wash house did not have a roof, so
that the women folk had to wash come rain, wind,
sun or cold, without any shelter whatsoever. In 1931,
the roof was built allowing for ample space to hang

the clothes.




Santa Maria
church

(1737). The bell tower dat s from 1765. The building
probably existed back in the 12th century, although
no remnant is conserved. This church has a rectan-
gular plan with two side iisles divided by stretches
marked by external buttre sses. The facade imitates a
cushioned stone surface. Joan Pedro i Roig ordered
the stained glass windows and the rose window, as

well as most of the pavermr ent.










Monument of 11
September

(2002) A sculpture by Anselm Cabus i Torra with the
title “Genius and brute force”. The feelings of the Cat-
alan people cannot be oppressed, as it was intended
on September 11, 1714, when sheer force could not

destroy the Catalan genius and spirit.




La Salvadora
Cooperative

The first cooperative in Cubelles was fostered by
the Circol Cubellenc and founded in 1913 with the
aim of buying, selling, manufacturing or transform-
ing all kinds of commodities, including the estab-
lishment of social welfare and mutual loans among
associated members. It was located in this building
in 1917 and it stayed there until it was dissolved
in 1939. During the 1950s and 1960s it became a
textile factory owned by Lloreng Avifid. In 1983, it
was expropriated by the Town Hall and it became

the present House of Culture.




Seat of the Circol
Cubellenc

This association was founded in 1890 to offer its
members leisure activities. Its political leaning was
towards the federal republicans. There is documen-
tary evidence of the café of the association, or Café
Armengol in 1890, showing that it was bigger than the

building as it stands today.




Societat Recreativa

| Cultural I’Alianca

(1914). It was founded by the americano Pere Es-
card6é Pedro. Before the Spanish Civil War differ-
ent activities took place here, such as theatre, folk
dance, cinema and football. In 1918, a cooperative
was established. During the Spanish Civil War the
building was confiscated and the anarchist organi-
zation CNT took charge of it, although the cinema
still continued to be there. After 1939 L'Alianca mo-
nopolized cultural life once the Circol Cubellenc
was dissolved, since it was identified with the Cata-
lan Republican party, ERC. Up until the mid 1960s
there was a considerable amount of social activity:
dances during relevant public holidays, the towns’
feast day (until 1944), concerts and theatre plays,
as well as cinema screenings. After 1976, a group
was formed in L’Alianca to oppose the local thermal

power station and there were also political meetings

and informative sessions during the transition from
dictatorship to democracy. In the 1980s and 1990s
an agreement with the Town Hall was reached to use
the L’Alian¢a hall in certain events such as the Rose
Contest, Carnival, the Town Feast, or the Christ-
mas folk theatre. As of 2004, L’Alianca suffered a
serious financial crisis and required an important
amount of construction work in order to continue
with the activities. In 2011, the plenary meeting of
the Municipality declared the building as a Cultural
Asset of Local Interest. In 2010-2011 the first phase
of the construction work was carried out. The sec-
ond phase, which includes the general reform of the
whole building, is currently suspended because of

insufficient resources.
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Can Travé

This construction was raised on the basis of previ-
ously existing houses and was restored in the 18th
and 19th centuries. The last reform was carried out in
the 20th century by Frederic Travé. He set up a library
specialized in classical mythology, a natural science

cabinet and a botanical garden.







Sant Antoni de &
Padua E
Hermitage

(1694) This is a chapel built by Maria Gass6, an ex-
ample of popular architecture of humble conception,
far removed from the artistic manifestations at the

time of its construction.




La Creu

The Oliver family had erected a cross to mark the
limit of its land a long time ago. It was destroyed dur-
ing the Spanish Civil War. In 1939, Mr. Fabré Oliver
proposed to have a new cross installed as a homage
to the “Fallen ones for God and Spain”. A base was
built and a cross was brought from the cemetery. Be-
tween 1950 and 1970 that cross was replaced by the
present one. In 1979 a proposal was made to trans-
form the monument into a memorial for all the vic-
tims of the civil war: “The Town Hall and the town of
Cubelles, In memory of all those fallen in a war which

should never have taken place”.









La Fita

This milestone of Cubelles marks the municipal bor-
der with the neighbouring town of Vilanova. It is con-
sidered to be a part of the town’s historic heritage

and was included in the route of Modernism in 2004.
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Ajuntament de Cubelles
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